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Rajasthan Board of Secondary Education
Syllabus

English Class 10

The examination scheme for the paper is as follows :

Paper Time Marks | Sessional Marks |Total Marks
One 3.15 Hrs 80 20 100
Areas of Learning Marks
Reading 16
Writing 12
Grammar 10
Text Book : First Flight 30
Supp. Book : Footprints without Feet 12
1. Reading 16

Two unseen passages of total 400 words with a variety of questions
including 4 marks for vocabulary.

Only prose passages will be used. One will be factual and the other
will be discursive.

(i) Passage 1—150 words (8 Marks), Eight Multiple Choice Questions
including 2 questions on vocabulary—one testing the knowledge
of similar word and the other testing the knowledge of oppos(i)tg
word.

(ii) Passage 2—250 words (8 Marks), Eight Very Short Answer Tyﬁe
Questions including 2 questions on vocabulary—one testing the

knowledge of similar word and the other of opposite word. 08
2.  Writing 12
(i) Letter Writing — One out of two 04
(a) Personal — To friends, relatives and members of family.
(b) E-mail — To family, friends, relatives, Govt. officials, the

editors of newspapers or magazines, teachers,
Principal and so on.

(ii) A short story on a given outline in about 100 words. 04

(ii1) A short writing task based on a verbal or a visual stimulus with
internal choice in about 100 words. 04

3. Grammar 10

6 Fill in the blanks type questions and 4 very short answer type questions
involving the use of particular structures within a context.

The Grammar syllabus will include the following areas for teaching—
1. Tenses 04
2. Subject-Verb Concord 02



(vi)
3. Clauses (Complex Sentences) 02

4. Active and Passive Voice 01

5. Reported Speech 01
4. Textbooks :

(i) First Flight—Prose 18

(a) One out of two extracts from different prose lessons included
in the textbook. Approximately 150 words each with the
following type of questions—

Six questions in each passage :
4 Multiple Choice Questions and 2 Very Short Answer Tyge
Questions testing comprehensive ability. 6

(b) Three Short Answer TyBe Questions (out of four, around 20-30
words each) excluding Drama Text. 2x3=06

(c) One out of two Long Answer Type Questions extrapolative in
nature based on any one of the prose lessons excluding Drama
Text from the textbook to be answered in about 60 words. 03

(d) One out of two Long Answer Type Questions on Drama Text
(local and global comprehension question) in about 60 wor%sé

(ii) First Flight—Poetry 12

(a) One out of two extracts from the poems prescribed to test
comprehension and appreciation with 1 Multiple Choice
Question and 2 Short Answer Type Questions. 05

(b) Two out of three Short Answer Type Questions on
interpretations of themes and ideas contained in the poems to
be answered in about 20-30 words each. 04

(c) One out of two Long Answer Type Questions on interpretations
of themes and ideas contained in the poems to be answered in
about 60 words. 03

(iii) Footprints without Feet—Supplementary Reader 12

(a) One out of two Long Answer Type Questions from
Supplementary Reader to interpret, evaluate and analyse
characters, plot or situations occurring in the lessons to be
answered in about 60 words.

(b) Two out of three Short Answer Type Questions on interpretating
and evaluating nature based on lessons to be answered in

20-30 words each. 04
(c) Five Multiple Choice Questions testing factual aspects of the
lessons. 05
Prescribed Text Books :

1. First Flight—NCERT’s Book Published under Copyright
2. Footprints without Feet—NCERT’s Book Published under
Copyright
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SECONDARY EXAMINATION, 2026

ENGLISH
Time : 3 Hours 15 Minutes Maximum Marks : 80
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE EXAMINEES :
1. Candidates must first write their Roll Nos. on the question paper compulsorily.
2. All the questions are compulsory.
3. Write the answer to each question in the given answer-book only.
4. For questions having more than one part, the answers to those parts are to be
written together in continuity.
5. Write the correct serial number of each question as mentioned in the question

paper.

SECTION-A
(READING)

1.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: [8x1=§]

Of all the emotions which surged through me as I stood on the summit of
Everest, looking over miles of panorama below us, the dominant one I think
was humility. The physical in me seemed to say, ‘‘“Thank God, it’s all over!”’
However instead of being jubilant, there was a tinge of sadness. Was it
because 1 had already done the ‘ultimate’ in climbing and there would be
nothing higher to climb and all roads hereafter would lead down?
By climbing the summit of Everest you are overwhelmed by a deep sense
of joy and thankfulness. It is a joy which lasts a lifetime. The experience
changes you completely. The man who has been to the mountains is never
the same again. As I look back at life after climbing Everest I cannot help
remarking about the other summit — the summit of the mind — no less
formidable and no easier to climb.

(i) Standing on Everest, the writer was : [1]
(A) Overjoyed (B) Very sad
(C) Jubilant and sad (D) None of these

(i) The emotion that gripped him was : [1]
(A) Victory over hurdles (B) Humility

(C) Greatness and self importance (D) None of the above
(iii) The joy that the writer feels by climbing the summit of Everest lasts :

[1]
(A) a day (B) a month (C) a year (D) a lifetime
(iv) According to the Writer, what is ‘ultimate’ in climbing? [1]
(A) climbing hills (B) climbing high summits
(C) climbing everest (D) none of the above

(v) Which other summit is no less formidable and no easier to climb? [1]

(A) The summit of aravali (B) The summit of physical fitness
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(C) The summit of thought and imagination
(D) The summit of the mind

(vi) What changes you completely? [1]
(A) Joy (B) Experience
(C) Sorrow (D) Thankfulness

(vii) Find a word from the passage that means. [1]

““The highest point of a mountain.”’

(A) Roads (B) Hills
(C) Summit (D) Humility
(viii) Find the word from the passage that means the opposite of ‘Jubilant’.
[1]
(A) Sadness (B) Joy
(C) Dominant (D) Thankfulness
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given follow :
[8x1=8]

The earth without water is difficult to imagine. It is believed that the life on
earth began in water. Water covers nearly 70% of the globe, but most of it is
salt water, that fills the ocean. In quantity, less than 3% of all the water on
earth is fresh water, most of which lies frozen in Antarctica and Greenland
in polar ice and unavailable to humanity. Less than 1% of all the water on
earth is found in the form of rivers, fresh water lakes and in underground
shallow aquifers. Water gives life to thirsty cities and dried crops and is
used in industries but the amount of fresh water available on earth today is
not more than what was available 2000 years ago. At that time the population
was less than 3% of its current size. Water shortage is a routine feature
today. Rising demands for water in agriculture, domestic sector and industry
are difficult to be met. India receives more than 350 million hectare meters
of rainfall every year. There is also a vast network of rivers, ponds and
lakes but still there is a shortage of drinking water. It is shocking to note that
Cherrapunji which is one of the world’s wettest places is facing a serious
shortage of drinking water.

Today increasing pollution has also added itself to the growing shortage of
water. polluted water not only harms humans but also birds, fish and all
other forms of life that need it for survival. For centuries, streams and rivers
have been a place to dump wastes. Deforestation has ruined land and changed
climates; causing less rain in some areas. In others, rain water runs so fast
that little can be collected for use.

(i) Where did life originate? [1]
(i1) Name some sources from where we get fresh water. [1]
(ii1) What are the areas where the rising demands for water are difficult to be

met? [1]
(iv) Where do we dump our waste? [1]

(v) Which is the wettest place in India and what problem it is facing? [1]
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(vi) Which form of fresh water is unavailable to humanity? [1]
(vii) Write the word from the passage that means similar to ‘Scarcity’. [1]
(viii) Write the word from the passage which means opposite to ‘Driest’.
[1]
SECTION-B
(WRITING)

3.  Imagine that you are a student of Class X-A and your sister is studying in X-
B. Write an e-mail to the Principal of your school at
principalgsssabcd @ gmail.com requesting him/her to change your section from
X-A to X-B. [4]

OR
Suppose you are Kunal/Kamala studying in Udaipur. Your sister studying in
Jaipur hasn’t scored good marks in 2°¢ semester and is feeling a little depressed.
Write a letter encouraging her to do better in the next semester.

4.  Write a story with the help of given outline in about 100 words. Also mention
the title and the moral of the story. [4]
Once upon ........... a farmer ........... four sons ........... always quarrelsome
........... on his deathbed ........... calls his sons ........... gives each a bundle
of sticks ........... all fail to break ........... untied the bundle ........... single
stick ..., breaks easily ........... value of unity.

OR
A good boy ... falls into bad company ........... disobeys his parents
........... father gives some good apples ........... after few days ........... no
change ........... father gives one rotten apple ........... place with good apples
........... all good apples rotten ........... learns a lesson.
5.  Write a paragraph in about 100 words on * My School’ . [4]

(big building, garden, play ground, smart class, computer lab, good teachers,
friendly environment)

OR

Write a paragraph in about 100 words on the picture given below.
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SECTION-C
(GRAMMAR)
Fill in the blanks with appropriate forms of the verbs given in the
brackets : [4x1=4]
(i) My father .................... (run) a mile everyday. [1]
(i) Raju ..ocooveneeeenenn. (play) in the ground while I was helping my mother
in the kitchen. [1]
(1) We oveeeeieeeineinnn, (go) to Jaipur tomorrow. [1]
(iv) The thief .................... (escape) before the police arrived. [1]
Fill in the blanks with a verb in agreement with its subject : [2x1=2]
(1) Both Ram and Shyam ....................... (is/are) playing outside. [1]
(i) Either Sumit or Manish ................... (has/have) completed the work.
[1]
Combine the following sentences using the words given in the brackets :
[2x1=2]
(i) Mitali is hard-working. Mitali is intelligent.
(Use ‘‘not only ........ but also’’.) [1]
(i1) Anil is a rich person. Anil is unhappy. (Use “‘but’’.) [1]
Change the following sentence into Passive-voice :
Indian girls cricket team won the world cup. [1]
Rewrite the following sentence changing it into indirect speech :
The teacher said to the students, ‘‘The earth moves round the sun.”’ [1]
SECTION-D

(TEXT BOOK)
Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow :
[6x1=6]
The young seagull was alone on his ledge. His two brothers and his sister
had already flown away the day before. He had been afraid to fly with
them. Somehow when he had taken a little run forward to the brink of the
ledge and attempted to flap his wings he became afraid. The great expanse
of sea stretched down beneath, and it was such a long way down. He felt
certain that his winds would never support him; so he bent his head and ran
away back to the little hole under the ledge where he slept at night.

(i) Who was with the young seagull on his ledge? [1]
(A) his parents (B) his brother
(C) his sister (D) he was alone

(ii) What he had been afraid to do? [1]
(A) to hunt (B) to sleep alone
(C) to fly (D) to jump

(iii)) What was stretched down beneath his ledge? [1]

(A) Desert (B) Land
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12.

13.

(C) Forest (D) Sea
(iv) What would not support him to fly? [1]
(A) his legs (B) his wings
(C) both (A) and (B) (D) none of the above
(v) How many brothers and sisters the young seagull had? [1]
(vi) What happened when he attempted to fly? [1]
OR

I finished my poem, and it was beautiful ! It was about a mother duck and
a father swan with three baby ducklings who were bitten to death by the
father because they quacked too much. Luckily, Mr. Keesing took the joke
the right way. He read the poem to the class, adding his own comments,
and to several other classes as well. Since then I've been allowed to talk
and haven’t been assigned any extra homework. On the contrary, Mr. Keesing
is always making jokes these days.

(i) What was beautiful? [1]
(A) The writer (B) The poem
(C) The mother duck (D) None of the above
(ii)) How many baby ducklings they had? [1]
(A) One (B) Two (C) Three (D) Four
(iii)) By whom the baby ducklings were bitten to death? [1]
(A) Father swan (B) Mother duck
(C) Mr. Keesing (D) The writer
(iv) What is Mr. Keesing always making these days? [1]
(A) House (B) Bridge (C) Jokes (D) Roads
(v) What did Mr. Keesing add to the poem? [1]
(vi) What did Mr. Keesing allow her to do? [1]
Answer any three of the following four questions in about 20-30 words
each : [3x2=6]
(i) What did Lencho hope for? (A Letter to God) (2]

(ii) What ideals does he set out for the future of South Africa?

(Nelson Mandela — Long Walk to Freedom) [2]
(iii) “‘I'll take the risk.”” What is the risk? (The Black Aeroplane) 2]
(iv) What are the elders in Goa nostalgic about? (A Baker from Goa) [2]

Answer any one of the following two questions in about 60 words :
[1x3=3]
(i) What is the story about the Kodavu people’s descent? (Coorg) [3]
(i) What did Valli find out about the bus journey? How did she find out
these details? (Madam Rides The Bus) [3]
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Answer any one of the following two questions in about 60 words :

[1x3=3]

(i) Write the character sketch of Lomov. (The Proposal) [3]
(i) At first, what does Chubukov suspect regarding Lomov’s reason for

coming? What has Lomov actually come for? (The Proposal) 3]
Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow :

Did you finish your homework, Amanda?

Did you tidy your room, Amanda?

I thought I told you to clean your shoes, Amanda!
(i) What is Amanda being asked to finish? [1]

(A) Chocolate (B) Homework

(C) Meals (D) None of the above
(ii) What Amanda was told to do? 2]
(iii) Who do you think is speaking to Amanda? [2]

OR

The fog comes

on little cat feet.

It sits looking

over harbour and city

on silent haunches
(i) What does ‘it’ in the third line refer to? [1]

(A) Cat (B) Fog (C) Poet (D) Dog
(i) What does the poet think the fog is like? [2]
(iii) How does the fog come? 2]
Answer any two of the following three questions in about 20-30 words
each : [2x2=4]
(i) What does the dust of snow that the crow shakes off a hemlock tree

stand for? (Dust of Snow) [2]

(i) What suggestions does the poet give for identifying the tiger?
(How to Tell Wild Animals) [2]
(iii) Why doesn’t the poet offer the boy money to buy another ball?
(The Ball Poem) [2]
Answer any one of the following two questions in about 60 words :

[1x3=3]

(i) Where are the trees in the poem ? What do their roots, their leaves and
their twigs do? (The Trees) [3]

(i) Why did custard cry for a nice safe cage? Why is the dragon called
““Cowardly dragon’’? (The Tale of Custard the Dragon) [3]
Answer any two of the following three questions in about 20-30 words
each : [2x2=4]

(1) Why is Mrs. Pumphrey worried about Tricki?
(A Triumph of Surgery) [2]
(i) What is he ‘‘a fairly successful hand’ at? (The Thief’s Story) [2]
(iii)) How is Ausable differnt from other secret agents?
(The Midnight Visitor) [2]
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19.

20.

Answer any one of the following two questions in about 60 words :
[1x3=3]
(1) “‘Griffin was rather a lawless person.”” Explain.
(Footprints Without Feet) [3]
(i) What kind of a person is Mme Loisel? Why is she always unhappy?
(The Necklace) [3]

Choose the correct answer : [5%1=5]
(i) How many daughters Ramlal had? [Bholi] [1]
(A) One (B) Two (C) Three (D) Four

(i1)) Who was the Commander-in-Chief of Mars Space Control?
[The Book that Saved the Earth] [1]
(A) Noodle (B) Lieutenant Iota
(C) Great and Mighty Think-Tank
(D) Captain Omega
(ii1) Richard H. Ebright was encouraged to become a scientist by his?
[The Making of a Scientist] [1]

(A) Mother (B) Father
(C) Friend (D) None of the above

(iv) What does Horace Danby like to collect? [A Question of Trust] [1]
(A) Coins (B) Expensive books
(C) Stamps (D) Locks

(v) Who was Mr. Herriot? [A Triumph of Surgery] [1]
(A) Teacher (B) Policeman

(C) Veterinary Surgeon (D) Advocate
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FIRST FLIGHT (PROSE)

A Letter to God
[WT a'ﬁ‘ @ W] —G. L. Fuentes
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» INDIA POST
PAY RUPEES........cccooimmrirmnsnne s e
To.
Date Sender’s Signature
M.O. No. Date.
Rupm=<
Rs.
S Combined Oblong Stamp Assistant Postmaster
5
w
] Received Rupees.
-
<
%]
[TH
6 Round M.O. Stamp Signature of Payee
x
g Signature of witness / identifier

Oblong Stamp Signature of paying official

M.O. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

M.O. No. Date.

Sender’s Name & Address
423

Received Rupees
on

Date Stamp

{Space for Communication)

................... after the ................... signs it.

AT §— 4IRS T, HraArerar
TAT B W ST HTat
(TER) | A9 ' I HeER o
' W faen?
[3ATd—eTT 36 sa9 o
SO Hoe-4w foa wed
¥, wewerget gu 3fvw =
HHd ¥, HE FEER ST
& fou fog g ®, o=-
Tfer S A1 R fora weha
¥, smfei]

Now complete the following

statements.

(o781 =1 el =1 QL)

(1) In addition to the sender, the form has to be signed by the ..................

(i) The ‘Acknowledgement” section of the form is sent back by the post ofﬁce to the

(1) The ‘Space for Communication” section is used for .................. .

(iv) The form has six sections. The sender needs to fill out

the receiver...................

sections and

Ans. (i) postmaster, payee/recelver witness/identifier, (i) sender, payee/receiver,

(i) sending any message, (iv) 1, 4, 6; 3, 5.
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(e et vt et o |

The house—the only.........ccoeeveverererererareraranens hungry this year.” (Pages 3-5)

hiST &Gt : entire (FEES1(Y) ) = AW | valley (SfF) = == | crest (372) = IR |
height (3132) = 3% | river (fa(x)) = 1, field (FITg) = € | ripe (ITY) = TH | corn
() = STV/FE | dotted (Sffee) = fagferd | flowers (FARSTS) = %l | always ( STeo)
= BHVI/TERT | promised (WHEE) = Thd S| harvest (FfoRe) = wHel| earth (37) =
SHIA | downpour (TRTAN(X) ) = T o | at least (Vg TH) = FHH-T-FH | shower (IR3(T))
= deR (§ @) | throughout (3T82) = f{ | knew (=) = ST 971 intimately
(s1femefar) = =fTea &1 nothing else (AfUE Tew) = 7 F© 7 | but (I2) = & fFam|
towards (291ES) = @t 3R | preparing (T'\SI'EISTF{?:E) = IR R G A supper (F4(X)) =7
1 A A5 | replied (Rege) = W 5o | willing (fafersy) = =mr vl until (s/fed1) =
& T fF | during (SZRF) = & N | meal (") = A1 predicted (Tifsfrs) =
Aforerarot =t | huge (3FS1) = fwmeT | approaching (STHTEE) = o7 W reason (IsH) =
ST | pleasure (BWI(T)) = =1 returned (fe1e) = @ exclaimed (FFERHE) =
e | el | raindrops (3TEITE) = o9 1 9 | coins (FiFAT) = oA | cent (¥2) = TH
SeR <l Wiell 9T | expression (SHSIF) = T | regarded (M) = &amysieh <@l | draped
(39) = a9 §U I curtain (FeA) = W/HE +ff TH A1 FoUM et o7 | hailstones (FTEITH)
= 371e1 | resemble (FSFEE]) = H6T WHI/AGYE @F | exposing (SFENE ) = 3TEd Fd U
collect (FeioE) = WHHHA | frozen (SASTL) = ST 3T | pearls (Je) = ARl (S7) |
soul () = 3T | storm (H) = T | passed (THE) = TSR 1| plague (TF]) =
eI | locusts (Tisheed) = fefeeal| sorrowful (TRiwer) = gyl |

T&<dt ATE @ I8 *R—Py0l =1e) H WHAE—TeF A= =1et & firer W erafterd on | 38
e § wiE off wfe TS A AR T woel % @a i o fargstl #t we we s 9 S
HaEl T =5 WEel B o aaS R &, R S Hohdl of | THAT S FSEeht STHA
STEYIHRT ot 98 Tk I 91 o1 FH F FHH TH SR o | T W9 S-=i—Si 3794 Sl i
HFTSSA | S o1 SW-Y9 ST i SR & & foer o= Fo 11 foran o1 |

‘319 TH Iard § g F 5ol W e S ® ¥, Afgen |’ (s19fd, o9 araa # & aw
M et 7, firm) |

Tfgen S AEH-HIoH TaR @ o, 3 S e, f8T, e = Al e oresw el |
T W 9 &R DI A R F GHY T | 9 5 T TR Afeen 7 39 ekl 781 IHN,
fF-ret & forT o1 SIS | Iw oM % S goT o, SiEt TR o A wfosarett w6 o, ot
i Tt e e oTee =1 i off | ST-qd H Al o fawmet vedl ol ST <@ S Gkl o1 | =g
T & TR ot | 9% e foRdt o7 o § are 781 W o sfew o7 TRR W I AR
i ST AT L AT o1 SR S o el A ST e § el Y AR @ oW ki oS
= R @ ¥, 3 2 foon ¥ 9 9% <6 9= & foon ¥ ok 1 ot orw % ¥

Toh TS S o T S Teht T o W SRl S0 Fell o a1, o o Tk TRe H ferae
@ | T ST 21 Uk WG aelt o ¥ S STRE R oo SR o o Te-une 9gd 9 St
T ey 21 e A wege W € R S 3 Foeenl § oted Aol TR Y | oreth, 319 i ST
F T (AU FIS IAR ) I H, STH g€ Al (STeAr)  ChFT F el < T

" o1 T § HieH ©RE BT @1 § ', $9 SreHt A e @ e, H otmen o € T aw
virsr g T &1 s 1 (feReg) 9 9 WA R goT | U WS qh, TR W, S H, TSl
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