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 Reading 1

  Passage 1

Read the following passage carefully :

1. There once was a little boy who had a bad temper. His father gave him a bag of nails

and told him that every time he lost his temper, he must hammer a nail into the back

of the fence. The first day, the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. Over the next

few weeks, as he learned to control his anger, the number of nails hammered daily

gradually dwindled down. He discovered it was easier to hold his temper than to

drive those nails into the fence.

2. Finally, the day came when the boy didn't lose his temper at all. He told his father

about it and the father suggested that the boy now pull out one nail for each day that

he was able to hold his temper. The days passed and the boy was finally able to tell

his father that all the nails were gone.

3. The father took his son by the hand and led him to the fence. He said, "You have

done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence will never be the same.

When you say things in anger, they leave a scar just like this one. You can put a

knife in a man and draw it out. It won't matter how many times you say I'm sorry.

The wound is still there."

Type : 1

Read the passage carefully and choose the correct option to complete the sentence :

1. Father gave the boy a bag of nails to

(a) sell them in the market.

(b) hammer the nails into a table.

(c) hammer a nail in the fence when he was happy.

(d) hammer a nail in the fence when he was angry.

2. The first day the boy drove

(a) 55 nails into the fence.

(b) 37 nails into the fence.

(c) 42 nails into the fence.

(d) 58 nails into the fence.

3. The boy soon learnt how to

(a) drive nails into the fence.

(b) create nice pieces of furniture.

(c) make a fence.

(d) control his anger.
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4. Find the word  in the passage which means the same as "reduce or diminish".

(a) temper (b) dwindle

(c) gradually (d) hammer

5. The father wanted to teach his child that

(a) we should not drive nails in a fence.

(b) when we put  a knife in a man and draw it out, it leaves its mark.

(c) if we say sorry, a wound is healed.

(d) if we say something in anger, it leaves a mark.

Ans. 1. (d), 2. (b), 3. (d), 4. (b), 5. (d).

Type : 2

On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the following

statements :

(a) The little boy had a problem .................................................................................. .

(b) The boy's father gave him a bag of nails so that ................................................. .

(c) The boy slowly learnt ............................................................................................ .

(d) When the boy learnt to control his temper, his father told him ............................ .

(e) Holes in the fence are compared to scars which .................................................... .

(f) With this whole exercise, the boy's father  wanted him to .................................... .

Ans. (a) that he lost his temper very quickly.

(b) every time he lost his temper, he would hammer a nail into the back of the

fence.

(c) to keep his temper under control.

(d) to pull out a nail for each day he was able to hold his temper.

(e) are left behind when we say something in anger.

(f) realize that one should not say harsh words to anyone in a fit of anger and one

should also learn to control one’s temper.

  Passage 2

Read the following passage carefully :

1. Ramon looked at the food on his tray and made a face. "Macaroni and cheese again,"

he said to his friend Brian. "They never serve anything good for lunch." Brian gave

his own lunch a critical look and frowned. "You think that's bad," he said, "I've got

peanut butter and jelly again. It's the third time this week!"

2. They pushed the food aside. "We can get something at the burger place after school,"

Ramon said. They concentrated on studying for their English test instead of eating.

English was next period, and Mr. Friedman had a reputation for giving difficult

tests. When the bell rang, they dropped their uneaten lunches into the garbage. Mr.

Friedman was standing nearby. "Not hungry, guys?" he asked. They shook their

heads and hurried off to class.

When the test was over, there were still ten minutes left in the period. Mr. Friedman

stood at the front of the class.

3. "Before you leave today," he said, leaning against the desk, "I'd like to share an old

African folktale with you. I think you'll find this one interesting. It's called 'Why the

Sky Is Far Away'".












