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POORVI-7
UNIT-1: LEARNING TOGETHER

The Day the
River Spoke

—by Kamala Nair

SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

Part-1

Jahnavi is a small girl. The entire story revolves around her. This young girl spends
her time near the river. She loves Nature very much, so she spends her time observing
the beauty of nature. She watches a kingfisher sweep down to catch a fish and a green
lizard slither to the river’s edge to bask in the Sun. She is in a depressed mood so a tear
splashes in her eyes. Suddenly, she hears a sleepy, murmuring voice. She is extremely
surprised because she did not know if there was someone near her. She is sure that she
is alone. She is amazed and surprisingly looks around but she finds no one.

Later on she comes to know that the voice belongs to the River itself, which talks
to Jahnavi. She shares her sadness with the River. She desperately wants to go to school,
but her family does not allow her to go to school. The family gives her responsibility to
take care of her younger sibling. She is afraid that she is now too old to go to school.
She longs for learning and reading. She wants to understand nature. She has a lot of
questions and wants to find answers to those questions.

Part-I1

The River motivates and encourages her. It tells her that girls are no less than boys.
They can do as much as boys. It advises her to simply go to school one morning and
see what happens in the school and how she could shape her future.

Hearing it, Jahnavi feels scared but she is determined. The next day, she quietly and
secretly goes to school and listens to the lesson. The teacher comes to know about her.
He learns that she is Gopi’s sister. He asks her if she really wants to attend the school
regularly. The teacher then goes to Jahnavi’s parents. He convinces them that they
should allow her to go to school. Her mother supports her. She regrets the fact that she
could not have the opportunity to study when she was a young girl.

Jahnavi is filled with joy. She goes to the river and tells her about her success. She
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promises to the river that when she grows up, she will become a teacher. She will
encourage all the girls in her village to study. The River becomes happy for her. It laughs
and tells her to return there again and again so that it can tell her more stories about the
ships that sail through the sea. The story is a living testimony of the importance of
education for girls, their courage and their determination.

SUMMARY IN HINDI

Part-I
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Part-I1
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Learning Together

Word

Bright
Splashed
Kingfisher

Swept down
Slithered down
Edge

Bask
Murmuring
Startled

Quite

Thicket
Shrieked

Scared

Puzzled
Hurry
Mind

3
I
Meaning in English Meaning in Hindi
Page 2

shining THRI B3
fell down i T
a bright blue bird that catches and | T THehian TM9 vl S ASEl
eats fish THSA § SR W §
came down iR
moved by sliding from side to side | EeR1 Tgal THE
end TR
lying in the sun for warmth qa TR
speaking in a low voice A, HH @R H e
surprised aved d Us TR
completely T e kS|
a dense group of bushes and trees | =t wfear R Tg-did
made a high pitched sound TS oTars fHeprelt steen =it

Y St
frightened EREI]

Page 3

confused ¥ A IS WM
very soon Sga STeat
to take care TEYTA R
to weep taking sharp breaths SRRl

Sob
Rustle

Breathless
Conspiratorially

Pity
Suppose
Gasped

Scared
Clump

light sound made by leaves
rubbing against each other
out of breath
secretly

Page 4
kindness
to assume
to take a sudden and loud breath
with open mouth
terrified
a small group of trees growing
together

qtqal & oo # wsH 9
S hIAA T
BIH

T &9 9

AT
AT

Td g ¥ TS SR-9R I
G GEil

EREI]
HIY-E1Y FEd1 geT USl 1 T
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Startled
Rattling
Catamaran
Wailed

Gathered
Panting
Listening
Shoulder
Crept
Squatting
Earthen
Spring
Scratching
Nodding
Make out
Glad

Path
Chuckle

amazed
noise made by shaking things
a kind of boat

complained in a loud voice
Page 5

collected

breathing heavily

hearing

a body part

went inside very quietly

sitting on the ground with folded legs
(here) muddy floor

jump

to rub skin with nails

to move head up and down

to understand

happy

Page 6
way
to laugh quietly

yed H Ug S
WSEGH i AT
Th YhR i 6
Taemd wE

zheal fopan

T W A/BIEA
T EY

e
gk ¥ ST TS
S W W HISHT S
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ST AT Fel
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& feam
HHSA

T A TG

T
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| 2 NCERT TEXTUAL EXERCISES

Let us do these activities before we read.

(Page 1)

I.  Close your eyes and quietly listen to the sounds around you for a minute.

Q. 1. Are they trying to tell you something?

Ans. Undoubtedly, there are so many sounds around me that are telling so many
things. For example, dogs are barking that tell us that there is some stranger near us. The
chirping of bird and the crowing of cocks tell us that it is morning. Rustling leaves tell us
that the wind is blowing through forests.

The sound of siren signals some danger. A ringing bell of some school tells us about
the time for class, prayer or break.

Q. 2. Do you think the things around you also listen to you all day long?

Ans. Yes, it is certain that the things around us also listen to us all day long. It feels
melodious to think that all the natural objects like trees, rivers, mountains, flowers, and even
the wind listen to us.
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