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Section-A
READING SKILLS

PASSAGE READING

Reading comprehension exercise consists of a passage and questions based on it. This
is to test the ability of the students to understand and infer the meaning of the given
text. Additionally, the object of a comprehension exercise is to test the students' ability
to answer questions in an accurate and coherent manner.

Few points to be kept in mind while attempting comprehension exercises :

(i)  Read the passage quickly to get the general idea and then read again slowly to
know the details and for better understanding.

ii) Make an effort to rephrase the passage in your own words and think in pictures.

iif) Do not look at the questions before the first reading of the passage.

(
(
(iv) Study the questions thoroughly and answer precisely.
(v)  Try to work out the probable meaning of new words.
(

vi) Finally, go over the passage, its questions and answers once more.

I o8 DASSAGE #1

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow -
The Parrot Who Wouldn't Talk

Aunt Ruby always insisted on keeping the parrot and teaching it to talk so finally she
purchased one. But the parrot took an instant dislike towards her and resisted all her
blandishments.

'Kiss, kiss!" Aunt Ruby would coo putting her face close to the bars of the cage. But the
parrot would back away its beady little eyes getting even smaller with anger at the
idea of being kissed by Aunt. On one occasion it lunged forward and knocked off her
spectacles. After that Aunt Ruby gave up all her warmth and became quite unfriendly
towards the little bird, making faces at it and calling out. You're no beauty, can't talk
and can't sing.

It was my routine task to feed the parrot who always enjoyed green chillies and ripe
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tomatoes from my hands. Sometimes, treated him with his best loved dessert a mango.
One afternoon I managed to free the bird when everyone was sleeping.

Aunt Ruby was upset at first but gradually came over the loss.

After a few days I saw parrot sitting at veranda railing. I gave half of my mango. Just
then Aunt Ruby emerged from her room and cried with surprise “Look my parrot is
back” as she was about to reach for bird, with a loud squawk the parrot flew out of her
reach perching on the nearest rose bush. He looked at her angrily and shrieked in
aunts familiar tone :-

"You're no beauty, can't talk and can't Sing.
Aunt Ruby went Ruby red and dashed indoors.
Adapted — Ruskin Bond (The Parrot Who Wouldn't Talk).

Questions :
0.1. | Why did Aunt Ruby become unfriendly towards here little pet bird?
0. 2. | How did the parrot escape from the cage?
0. 3. | Do you think the narrator liked the bird?
0. 4. | Which word in the passage means 'a flattering statement to please someone?
Answers :

Ans.1 ; One day when Aunt Ruby was about to kiss the parrot, it knocked off her
spectacles in extreme anger. After that aunt Ruby became very unfriendly
towards the parrot.

Ans.2 | The narrator purposely left the cage door opened one afternoon to let the bird
escape from it.

Ans.3 | Yes, the author liked the parrot because he helped the parrot escape from the
cage. He also shared his mango with the parrot.

Ans.4 | Blandishment.

I 22 PASSAGE #2

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow -
A Glass of Milk

One day a poor boy was selling goods from door to door to pay his school fees. He was
very tired and hungry so he decided to ask for a meal at the next house. However he
lost his nerve. when a lovely woman opened the door. Instead of meal he just requested
for a glass of water. She thought he looked hungry, so she bought him a large glass of
milk. He drank it slowly and then asked “How much do I owe you?” “You don't owe
me anything,” she replied “Mother has taught us never to accept pay for a kindness.”

He said, “Then I thank you from my heart.”



Passage Reading EJlli
As Kelly left that house he was not only feeling physically stronger but his faith in

God and mankind also rejuvenated.

Years later that young woman lay critically ill in a city hospital, quite confused by her
rare disease. Dr. Howard Kelly was called for consultation. When he heard the name
of the town she came from, a strange light filled his eyes. He immediately went to see
her and recognized her at once.

He went back to his consultation room with a determination to do his best to save her
life. He gave special attention to the case and eventually after a period of time she
completely recovered. Dr. Kelly called for the final bill from office for his approval. He
looked at it and wrote something. The bill was sent to the woman. She feared opening
it, for she was sure won't be able to pay it. Finally she looked and something caught
her attention. She read these words. “Paid in full with one glass of milk” signed by Dr.
Howard Kelly.

(The Tribune) Modified
Questions :
0.1. | What did the boy decide to ask for at the next house? Why couldn't he ask for
it?

0. 2. | Why did Dr. Kelly immediately go to see the lady in hospital?

0. 3. | This story teaches us an important lesson. What is it?

0. 4. | What made Kelly's faith in God and mankind stronger than ever before?
Answers :

Ans.1 | The boy decided to ask for a meal but he could not gather the courage to ask
for it.

Ans.2 | When Dr. Kelly heard the name of the town the lady had come from, he
wondered if she was the same woman who had offered him milk. So he
immediately went to see the lady.

Ans.3 | 'Be kind to others and they will be kind to you'.

Ans.4 | Kelly never expected that the young woman would be kind enough to serve
him a glass of milk but she had an empathetic heart and God was with him to

save him for starvation. This episode strengthened his faith in mankind and
God.

I 28 PASSAGE #3

What a great president - Abraham Lincoln
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow -

In the White House, Abraham Lincoln quietly, sadly and ably guided the nation. Men
complained about him, and he did not turn against them. His great heart was full of
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grief,

he loved peace; he was strong and determined to go on the end. Slowly, the

ordinary people of the country began to know that in the White House there was a

great

president and a great man.

Lincoln had one serious fault-one which often troubled the officers of the army very
much. He loved people, and he could understand and forgive their weaknesses
perhaps more than was best. He found it difficult, for example, to permit the army
courts to have a soldier shot for running away during a battle or for falling asleep
while on guard duty. He wanted to forgive them and give them a second chance, and
their officers didn't like it. A mother's tears, a baby's cry, a story of misfortune these

touched his heart.
Questions :

0.1. | Give the central idea of the above passage?

0. 2. | Find the words from the passage which mean the same as - (i) Defect (ii) Bad
luck.

0. 3. | Write the sentence from the above passage which shows that Lincoln was not a
revengeful man?

0. 4. | Choose the correct answer :

The army officers were often troubled because -

a) Lincoln did not love them.

b) Lincoln's great heart was full of grief.

¢) Lincoln pardoned the ordinary weaknesses of the soldiers.
d) Lincoln was not a man of strong determination.

0.5. | Why did Lincoln not allow the army courts to shoot a soldier for an ordinary
fault?

0. 6. | What qualities of Lincoln's character does the passage describe?

Answers :

Ans.1 | The passage highlights the greatness of Abraham Lincoln's character. The main
purpose is to make us aware of the importance of the qualities such as
forgiveness, benevolence, strong determination and calmness.

Ans.2 | (i) Fault Weaknesses (if) Misfortune

Ans.3 | The sentence from the above passage which shows that Lincoln was not a
revengeful man is “Men worked against him and he did not turn against
them".

Ans.4 | (c) Lincoln pardoned the ordinary weaknesses of the soldiers.

Ans.5 | He loved people and he understood and forgave their weaknesses to give
them a second chance.

Ans.6 | He was a strong and a determined man who stood against all odds. He was an

understanding, forgiving and benevolent person.
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